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The Great Games of Glengarry
One might not expect to find an annual cultural treasure within

Eastern Canada•s  bountiful farming lands, unless, of course, you
already know that the largest Scottish Highland Games in the world
are nestled in the middle of Eastern Ontario. 
It happens in the village of Maxville, where each year this small

community greets thousands with the Gaelic motto, •Ceud Mile
Failte,Ž (A Hundred Thousand Welcomes).

Tremble inwardly at the skirl of the Highland pipes and drums. Gawk
at the brute strength of Highland sporting gladiators. Lift your spirits by
watching the effortless dexterity of young Highland dancers. Roar your
approval of world-class Celtic music.All this and more keeps thou-
sands of people coming back each year … Ceud Mile Failte, indeed. 
These Games are the fruit born of a commitment to maintain the

Highlanders• identity, which include tartans, clans, music, dance and

speech. 
All these have been preserved since thousands of Highlanders lef

their homeland during the 1700s, a time of great persecution in the
Home Country. Highlanders made their way to the British American
Colonies and Canada•s Cape Breton Peninsula.
The traditions never died. In fact, the Glengarrians even surpassed

their Old World relatives in keeping them. It is reported that Highland
Games were conducted in 1837 and documented in 1858 at
Williamstown, a village in the south of Glengarry.
More informal Highland competitions were staged sporadically

throughout the decades, but nothing took hold.
It changed in 1948  with the establishment of the current Games,

now in its 63rd year. 
This year•s edition will be held July 30-31.
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On vous ouvre 
notre monde!

135, chemin Bourget, Rigaud
514-927-6468

www.lepointdevue.net

For a romantic getaway
or for your guests.
An unforgettable experience
“La crème de la crème”

For a romantic getaway
or for your guests.
An unforgettable experience
“La crème de la crème”

For a romantic getaway
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Le Point de Vue
Gîte au sommet du Mont Rigaud

Bed &
Breakfast

À votre service

613-676-4299

Delivery
Designated Driver
Driving Lessons

REASONS TO VISIT:
Glengarry certainly isn’t lack-
ing in reasons to visit, espe-
cially in the summer months.
Top right, the annual art fair
at the Glengarry Pioneer
Museum. Top, a scene from a
Apple Hill’s Summerfest.
Above, History Day at the
Nor’Westers and Loyalist
Museum in Williamstown.




